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By Tom Wicker 


WASHINGTON — The disclosure that 
the Central Intelligence Agency fi- 
nanced the series of strikes that pre- 
ceded the overthrow of President Al- 
ienas in Chile ought to make Gerald 
Ford hide his face. Hither he has been 
conned by the C.I.A. into grossly mis- 
leading the American people and giv- 
ing his approval to international gang- 
sterism, or he did it. on his own. 

Mr. Ford, confirming at: his recent 
nows conference that the C.I.A. had 
carried out covert operations in Chile, 
suggested that; it happened “three or 
four years ago” and that it was merely 
an attempt to “assist the preservation 
of opposition newspapers and elec- 
tronic media and to preserve opposi- 
tion political parlies." 

Trio facts are that the Aliunde Gov- 
ernment did not try, as Mr. Ford 
chained ii uiu, to "deal roy opposition 
news media . . . and to destroy oppo- 
sition political parties. 1 * The parties 
continued to f unci ion thioughout the 
Abends regime. No Government cen- 
sorship of the press was established. 
A one* day shutdown of an opposition 
paper, HI Mercuric, was made possible 
by a. libel law passed in the previous 
regime of Eduardo Frei, who was sup- 
ported by the C.I.A. 

Even that one-day shutdown did not 
occur until June 22, 1973, just a few 
months before the nvlitary coup that 
overthrew Mr. Aiiendc. The Inter- 
amcrican Press Association said then 
that the shutdown was the "first de- 
liberate attempt to silence or intimi- 
date 1 ’ HI Mercuric. Mr. Aliunde had 
been elected in 1970. 

. Thu Ford statement was misleading 
in every particular. Whatever pres- 
sures Mr. Allcnde occasionally brought 
on the opposition press, he imposed 
no ceuwmship and made no attempt 
to “desirov" it. He did not try to 
destroy opposition parties. The C.I.A. 
intervention was not “three or four 
four years ago.*' It was by no means 
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Who gave the 
United States the 
right to make such 
a judgment a gainst 
a free election? 


limited to support for opposition press 
and parties, as the latest disclosures 
make clear. 

Tver, [f any pari of Mr. Ford's state- 
ment had been true, the plain fact is 
that, the United btat.es supports any 
number of regimes where press and 
politics are ha: shiv repressed— -South 
Vietnam, South Korea, until recently 
Greece, just to name a few. But when 
tlm Chilean military junta, its p?;h 
pr-wed by the “destabilisation'’ pmd 
for and fomented by the C.I.A., took 
power, it immediately silence i both 
the .press and the political ..antes, 
murdered t!ious:-nds of Chileans and 
jailed thousands more. 

And* from misleading the Amer- 
ican people, Mr. Ford’s statement w *s 
one of the most unfortunate ever 
made by the head of a suupowdlv 
law-abiding government. It ‘claimed 
the right of this nation to eo Cam 
cl es finely into others and “lake cer- 
tain action-, in the intelligence field 
to help implement foreign polic / and 
protect national security.’' That b h 
beautified way of saying "to subvert 
legitimate governments by bribery, 
trickery and violence." 

Mr. Ford then justified this claim 
by saying Communist government* aid 
the same thing, and that ctlvw anm- 
tric. did loo. Ho took this to the 
ultimate length of saying that, in the 
case of Chile, the subversion had been 
in the “best interest" of the Chihan 
people. Who gav~ the United Marrs 
the right to make such a judgment 
in opposition to a free Chilean" elec- 
tion? 

The candor' 1 of Mr. Ford's remarks, 
far from being praiseworthy, had the 
tii ccts not in si oi a c-mit ting t hat inter- 
national subversion go as on, but of 
giving it public, official approval » r .d 
from the President of the United 
states. What docs this tell us <d,oui 


a mar: who in pardoning Richard 
Nixon smd he believed that, “right 
makes might and who has just, called 
in the Under! Nations for a coopera- 
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pericnccd in foreign aft airs no doubt 
ntmudated by the “experts'’ at his 
elbow, unwilling to iv. rrse long- 
standing policies of previous Tre>i- 
df.w-f.s politically dope u den 1 on pv. 

■< •KtoiiJgCi wt »tiiC; a.;;, -s id *,»» 

lord— an instinctive hawk anjwav-C 
no doubt said what they wanted him 
lo say in their best- intcifwt. 

And that tells us further that if the 
wirgs of the C.I.A. are to be clipped 
«wiy time scon, and if Mr. Kissinger’s 
responsibility for the rc j Hiom-ible 
events in Chile is to be cl.iriUed Ccm- 
pess will have to do it, with no help 
ircrn the White House. 
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